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new hope to make the burden of their lives easier
to bear. His word they will respect even as they
did in 1921, when he recalled the non-co-operation
movement, but would they have obeyed anyone
else ? Would they follow Nehru as meekly.
I am afraid not. Nehru speaks to them in terms
of economic freedom, of revolt, of a higher standard
of living and all these far-off things which they don't
understand. Nehru has not the art of expressing
himself by symbols. ,
He is no believer in the ceremonial of religion, and
so long as India is what it is, it needs something
tangible to cling to, something it can feel and touch
and regard as holy. All this will have no place in a
Nthruian India, and the millions who have had this
all their lives are unwilling to give it up for some-
thing they do not even understand. Nehru realises
that himself. In his autobiography he gives you an
insight into himself when he describes his reactions
in May of 1923 when Gandhi began his twenty-one
days7 fast. It was on the issue of untouchability,
for the Harijan movement had been his life work,
and no sacrifice, however great, was too much for
such a cause. To Nehru, however, the fast was an
incomprehensible thing and he says : "... .if I had
been asked before the decision had been taken I
would certainly have spoken strongly against it".
Yet Gandhi's letter to him moved him, and he
replied : "... .What can I say about masters I do